
                                                    Parish Council Meeting 

     August 20, 2020, 6:30 pm via Zoom 

Minutes 

Present:  Father Steve, Deacon Rick, Ginny Williams, Bob Ostrowski, Chet Przybylski, Vern Schroth, Dave 

Rosenthal, Bill Fehrenbach, Justine Brilowski, Joanna Slattery, Imelda Horvath 

Several Council members logged on to Zoom to visit at 6:00 pm 

1. Meeting began at 6:30 pm with the Blessing Song, a video of Holy Spirit Parish singers put together 

by Sharon Maes. 

 

2. Minutes of the July meeting were approved as submitted. 

 

3. The diagram from “On Consultation in the Parish and Deanery,” which lays out the structure and 

roles of the pastor, the parish council, the finance committee, and all committees in policy 

formation, policy making and implementation, was reviewed by current pastoral council members, 

new and old. 

 

The important role placed on all baptized believers in the life of the parish by Vatican II was 

highlighted. 

 

4. Electric Sign Proposal 

Discussion centered on the target population for the sign and its location. While other locations 

were discussed, the Council members agreed to go along with the donor’s suggested placement at 

the entrance to the parking lot on Reserve Street in order to best reach out to UWSP students. 

Another sign at a different location on parish property to specifically target stationary members can 

be considered in the future.  

Council members liked the shape and size of the proposed sign. All agreed that a Holy Spirit logo 

should first be designed and used on the electric sign, as well as on future signs, letterhead and our 

webpage. Lee Olson, with help from Chris Burch and John Hartman, is coordinating this.  

Father Steve confirmed that parish staff will be in charge of the messaging on the sign. 

 

5. Welcome to Imelda Horvath who joined our meeting at this point. Imelda was appointed to the 

Parish Council by Father Steve. She teaches French in grades K-12 in Wisconsin Rapids and in 

summer school in the Stevens Point district.  

 

6. Listening Session on Racism, August 18, “You Can’t Fix What You Can’t See.” 

Discussion led by Deacon Rick, Chair of Parish Social Justice Committee. Council members listened to 

a video of one of the 7 speakers, Dave Marie, retired PA in Family Practice with Ascension Clinic. The 

foundation of the evening listening session was based on our Catholic Social Teaching, specifically 

the “Open Wide Our Hearts” document that the US Catholic Bishops published in 2018. The listening 

session was moderated by Bob Wolensky, member of the Social Justice Committee, with reflective 

and affirming comments by Father Steve at the conclusion. 



The consensus of council members is to move forward with this type of listening session, as well as 

with small study groups such as the one occurring now in our parish on “Open Wide Our Hearts.” 

 

Father presented us with a letter from one of our parishioners which expressed deep concern for 

the direction the parish was going in addressing social, political issues such as racism.  The letter 

writer had additional concerns as well, such as all the precautions around attending in-person Mass. 

The person indicated that he/she has spoken to others who have similar dissatisfaction, and that 

some might consider leaving the parish. 

Father Steve showed us his response to the parishioner, which, while showing he understands the 

person’s questions and concerns, affirmed our church’s commitment to base our statements and 

action in Catholic social teaching. Father stated that he may have had communication with 5 or 6 

parishioners who feel similarly to the letter writer. On the other hand, he stated that the majority of 

parishioners he has spoken with are in support of our parish taking a stand against racism with our 

signs, listening session, and small study group. He noted that twenty parish members alone were 

involved in the planning for the August 18 listening session. 

 

The big question regarding racism in our society: “What can we do?” (Imelda) 

 

VII. Parish recognitions – tabled for this month 

 

VIII. Future meeting topics suggested 

- Grief support during time of Covid (Ginny) 

- More vibrant music and participation (Dave) 

 

Next regular meeting: September 17, 2020. 

Visit begins at 6:00 pm, meeting at 6:30 pm 

 

        IX.   8:05 pm closing prayer led by Deacon Rick 

 


